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The Incomparable Christ | ; 
More than nineteen hundred years ago there was born a man contrary to the laws of life. 
This man lived in poverty and was reared in obscurity. 


He did not travel extensively. Only once did He cross the boundary of the country in which 
He lived; that was during His exile in childhood. He possessed neither wealth nor influence. 


His relatives were inconspicuous, uninfluential, and had neither training nor education. 


In infancy He startled a king. In childhood He puzzled the doctors. In manhood He ruled. 
the course of nature, walking upon the billows as if pavements and hushed the sea to 
sleep. He healed multitudes without medicine and made no charge for His service. He never 
wrote a book and yet all the sane of the country could not hold the books that have been 


written about Him. 


_ He never wrote a song and yet He furnished the theme for more songs than all the song 
writers combined. He never founded a college, but all the schools together cannot boast as 
having as many students. He never practiced medicine, yet He has healed more broken hearts 


than all the doctors far and near. 


He never marshalled an army, nor drafted a soldier, nor fired a gun, and yet no leader had 
more volunteers who have, under His orders, made’ more rebels stack guns-and surrender 
without a shot being fired. Every seventh day the wheels of commerce cease their turning 
and multitudes wend their way to worshipping assemblies to pay homage and yespecs to 


Him. 
The names of the past proud statesmen of Greece and Rome have come and gone but the name 
of this Man abounds more and more. Though time has spread nineteen hundred years be- 


tween the people of this generation and the scene of His crucifixion, yet He still lives. Herod - 
could not kill Him, Satan could not seduce Him, death could not destroy Him, and the grave 


could not hold Him. 


He stands forth upon the highest pinnacle of heavenly glory, <a of God, cilnmaeaial 
ed by angels, adored by saints and feared by devils, as the living personal Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour. Usethor, unknown). J —From Civic League Bulletin. 
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The Duty Of Contending 
For The Faith 
By Rev. A. M. Fraser, D.D.* 


This article is an excerpt from the Smythe Lectures delivered 

by Dr. Fraser at Columbia Theological Seminary in 1925. 

The lecture from which this excerpt is taken is entitled 
“Witness To The Truth.” 


The cause of truth demands an aggressive attack 
on error. Even as the ascended Christ declared that 
he hated the doctrines of Balaam and of the Nico- 
laitanes, he would have his people hate them. “Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.”’ No more can we 
love truth and be indifferent to error. An abhor- 
rence of falsehood is the measure of our love of 
truth. 


When Peter wavered in his adherence to the 
truth, through. the influence of zealous but un- 
informed men, Paul ‘“‘withstood him to the face.” 
Christians should not only hold ‘the faith once de- 
livered to the saints,” but “contend” for it, and not 
only contend for it, but ‘“‘contend earnestly.” Paul 
exhorted young Timothy to “fight the good fight of 
faith.” It was an unspeakable solace to Paul himself 
as he approached the time of his departure to reflect 
that he had “fought the good fight” and ‘kept the 
faith.” Phillips Brooks says that the ‘faith’? which 
Paul claimed to have kept was the truths of re- 
demption. It was not the subjective grace of faith. 
The ascended Jesus commended the Church at 
Ephesus because they could ‘‘not bear them which 
are evil” but had tried ‘them which say they are 
apostles and are not’ and ‘found them liars.” 


There are those who themselves believe in that 
body of truth so often referred to in the New Tes- 
tament and which Jude calls “the faith once. de- 
livered to the saints,’ who nevertheless are willing 
to compromise with those who are disloyal to the 
faith, in order to avoid the appearance of differences 
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and for the sake of the imposing effect the solid 
front of Christianity will have upon the world. Is 


it proper? Is it faithful to our trust? Is it a worthy 


following of ‘the Faithful and True Witness’’? 
The greatest danger of the age in which we live 
does not come from unsound men, but from men 
who are sound themselves but who, for the sake of 
the impression made upon the world by an un- 
divided Church, are willing to co-operate with 
heteredoxy, and thus give it countenance. By so 
doing they produce on the world the impression that 
the doctrines of Christianity are of minor import- 
ance. To compromise truth for the sake of peace is 
untrue to all those who have suffered for it in the 
past, to Paul who succeeded and to Jeremiah who 
seemed to fail. God’s word places honor upon those 
who remain true in an age of laxity and defection, 
the seven thousand who in Elijah’s day had not 
bowed the knee to Baal and whose lips had not 
kissed him, “the remnant according to the election 
of grace”’ in Paul’ s day, the remnant foretold in the 
Apocalypse which keep the commandments of God 
and have the tesaimony of Jesus Christ, though the 
dragon and all of his hosts make war upon them. 


It is quite commen to brand the man who 1s 
watchful against the encroachments of error as a 
‘‘heresy-hunter.’’ An epithet is recognized as a last 
resort of a defeated cause. | dare affirm, that, in 
view of the infinite and everlasting importance ot 
the saving truth of the gospel, the man who resists 
the entrance of false teaching into the Church has 
done humanity a greater service than the one who 
has established a chain of hospitals and asylums. 
The more he is foreed to stand alone the more 
honor to him. 


“Faith of our Fathers, Holy Faith, 
We will be true to thee till death.” 


*Formerly Pastor of the First Presbyterian 


Church, Staunton, Va. 
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The Assembly’s 
Action 


Many are asking just what action has been taken. 
Because this is the most important step our church 
will be asked to consider in a life-time we are print- 
ing this action in full. It does not approve of union 
but asks study of the Plan. It is the duty of pastors, 
-essions, deacons and all other church members to 
study it—let the light shine on the Plan—it needs 
publicity. 


The following is the unanimous report of the 
Interchurch Relations Committee on the Plan of 
Union to the 1953 General Assembly and which 
was passed by the General Assembly without a dis- 
senting vote. 


Careful and Prayerful consideration was given 
to the report of the Permanent Committee on Co- 
operation and Union. The majority report was the 
basis of our study. Dr. T. K. Young, the chairman 
of the Permanent Committee on Cooperation and 
Union, was present by invitation of the committee 
during all of our deliberations and at all times he 
was given complete liberty to speak. This report is 
presented to the General Assembly unanimously, 
with the prayer that the Spirit of God may pervade 
the minds and hearts of all the commissioners even 
as He has taken possession of us on the Committee 
and has led us to the conclusion that we must in all 
diligence endeavor to discover His will on this mat- 


ter, whatsoever it may be, rather than to assume ' 


that any one of us, however strong his convictions, 
knows at this juncture what the decision of our 
Church will be. 


~ With this in mind, it is our further conviction 
that as Christian Brethren our duty is to present 
our cause with all charity and forbearance during 
all the coming debates from one end of our Church 
to the other, with the understanding that we are 
endeavoring, not to promote a cause nor to block 
the movement of our Church in any direction, but 
rather to discover the will of God. For this reason 
the opinions and convictions of all who are qualified 
to speak in the Church Courts must be heard not 
only with forbearance but with gladness. The fol- 
lowing are our recommendations: 


1. ‘Vhat the “Plan Providing for Union” be 


received and transmitted to the Presbyteries, and 
made available for study and comment to other or- 
vanizations and individuals in the Church request- 
ing it, ¢ 


2. - That your committee be instructed to make 
such further revisions as it, with the representatives 
of the other two chufches, may agree upon after 
consideration of the suggestions which are received 
up to November 1, 1953. 


_ 3. That your committee be instructed to reprint 
the Plan, including revisions referred to above, and 


submit it to the General Assembly of 1954. 


4+. That the Stated Clerk be instructed to docket 
for consideration. of the 1954 General Assembly 
the question: Shall the revised Plan proposed by the 
Permanent Committee be approved and recommend- 
ed to the Presbyteries for their advice and consent, 
in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 168, 


of the Book of Church Order? 


5. That the same action be conditioned upon 
substantially the same actions being taken by the 
1953 Assemblies of the other twoj bodies. 


6. That we encourage our Committee on Co- 


“operation and Union to conduct an acne pro- 


gram on the Plan of Union. 


7. That there shall be. complete freedom of 
discussion of the Plan.in Presbyteries, open meet- 
ings, and, where open discussions are planned that 
there shall be an opportunity afforded for those of 
different viewpoints to express their opinions if they 
so desire; representation for either side to be of the 
choosing of that particular side. 


8. That the church papers and individuals shall 
be urged always to keep their statements in accord- 
ance with the facts involved and in the light of 
Christian love and mutual forbearance. 


9. That the attention of the members of the 
Permanent Committee on Cooperation and Union 
be called to the following: 


A. We feel it is expedient, in negotiating with the 
representatives of the other denominations, to work 
out as far as possible a plan for locating and merging 
the boards and agenciés of the three denominations 
BEFORE the Plan of Union is presented to the 
Assemblies for action, rather than leaving all these 
important matters to be disposed of subsequently by 
a special commission of fifty, as now planned. 


B. Such instruction to our Committee shall not 
be construed as opposition to, or approval of, union, 
but it shall be understood as an expression of our 
earnest desire for more definite information on the 
important questions of HOW BOARDS and agen- 
cies of the three denominations may best be consoli- 


dated and WHERE they should be located. 
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C. We further suggest that the Permanent 
Committee consider according congregations in the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of Amer- 
ica the same privileges accorded congregations in 
the U. S..and United Presbyterian bodies in the 
Supplemental Covenant and Agreement, thereby 
dispelling the present implication that the two small- 
er churches are being asked to “join” the U. 5S. A. 
Church. 


10. We further recommend that the Minority 
Report of the Permanent Committee be answered in 
the negative and that, as a matter of personal privi- 
lege, Judge T. H. Stukes, author of a minority re- 
port to the Permanent Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, be given the privilege of the floor, if 
he so desires. 

Respectfully submitted, 


R. McFerran Crowe, Chairman 
Robert Ray, Secretary 
—Standing Committee on Interchurch Rela- 
tions, The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. 1953. 


The Proposed Union Is Only 
A Step—Not The Goal 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 


One of the strongest arguments used by those 
who want our Southern Presbyterian Church to 
enter into an organic union with the Northern Pres- 
byterian is that ‘“‘all Presbyterians are of the same 
stock, have the same Confession of Faith and Form 
of Church Government, therefore should be in one 


Church.” 


Those who have studied all that is involved in 
this proposed plan of organic union can’t overlook 


the mass of evidence which clearly shows that the 


leaders of the union movement are not just inter- 
ested in bringing together all Presbyterians into one 
Church. THAT IS JUST THE BEGINNING. 
The ultimate goal of these men is a National Protes- 
tant Church. 


It is a matter of record that in the Northern 


Presbyterian Church negotiations looking toward 
organic union with the Eniscopalians were carried 


on for a number of years. The plan of union was 
even sent down by the General Assembly of the 
Northern Church for study, but the Episcopalians 
in 1946 refused, after lengthy debate, to send it 
down to their dioceses. The Presbyterian Church 
union enthusiasts blamed this failure on the Anglo- 
Catholics in the Episcopal Church. 


I am convinced that any open minded person who 


will read and study the following will be convinced 


themselves beyond all doubt that the leadership of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church is completely 
devoted to the ecumenical movement and hope to 
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have one National Protestant Church, and if pos- 


sible a world-wide Church. 


From the “Minutes of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America’—Part I—1950, Pages 325-327. 


V I—Conference on Church Union 


1. A three-day conference on church union was 
held at Greenwich, Connecticut, December 14-16, 
at which the Permanent Commission was represent. 
ed by Rev. Joseph A. Vance, Rev. William B. Pugh 
and Rev. Ralph W. Lloyd. 


2. The Greenwich Conference grew out of an 
inquiry transmitted soon after World’ War II by 
the Federal Council of Churches to. various 
Churches as to whether they would be willing to 
participate in a general discussion in the interest of 
a united Church. A limited number of Churches, of 
which the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America was one, replied in the affirmative. A 
preliminary discussion was held at Cincinnati, Ohio 
in November, 1948. The Permanent Commission 
was represented in accordance with reports made to 
the 159th and 160th General Assemblies. A call 
was formulated at this latter meeting for the Green- 
wich Conference. 


This effort following World War II is the re- | 


newal of a similar one organized shortly after 
World War I by representatives of various Churches 
meeting in the Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania in 1920. Among the leaders of the 
1920 effort were Rev. William Henry Roberts, 
Stated Clerk of our General Assembly, Rev. Joseph 
A. Vance, who was one of our representatives at 
Greenwich in 1949. In 1920 an “American Council 
on Organic Union of Churches of Christ” was 
formed and a preliminary “Plan of Union” was 
drafted, but the Plan was never actually approved 
by any of the Churches. This draft and _ histories 


of other successful and unsuccessful plans were be- 


fore the delegates at Greenwich. 


3. At Greenwich the following Churches (with 
a combined membership of over 10,000,000) were 
represented by the twenty-eight delegates: Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America: 
Methodist ; Evangelical and Reformed; Disciples ot 
Christ; Congregational Christian; Colored Metho- 
dist Episcopal; African Methodist Episcopal Zion: 
and the National Council of Community Churches. 
The Movarian Church (Northern Province) ap 
pointed a delegate but he was unable to attend. 


The following six Churches sent a total of seven 
observers: Presbyterian Church in the United States: 
Protestant Episcopal; Evangelical United Brethren: 
Church of the Brethren; Augustana Evangelica! 
Lutheran; Five Year Meeting of Friends. There 
were invited consultants representing the Federa! 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, the 
Home Missions Council of North America, the In 
ternational Council of Religious Education, and « 
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United Church of America (for which E. Stanley 


Jones is advocating “Federal Union’’). 


4. A statement to the Churches was drafted and 
released, an organization called ‘‘Conference on 
Church Union” was formed, officers and committees 
were appointed, and the Conference adjourned sub- 
ject to the call_of an Executive Committee which 
had been elected? This Executive Committee held 
its first meeting on April 26, 1950, and a brief re- 
port of its actions will be presented to the General 


Assembly. 


The Statement adopted at Greenwich voices 
earnest hopes for the union negotiations now under 
way within several church “families,” including 
the Presbyterian family. /¢ affirms the belief that a 
wider movement will not hinder these other unions 
hut rather will aid them, and is needed to provide 
the united front necessary if the Church is to cope 
with the forces of secularism and evil in our times. 

“In the perspective of the world scene,” it said, “and 
in view of our great common convictions and con- 
cerns, some of our denominational differences appear 
inconsequential.” “Our hope is that Churches 
which we represent, not separated by unresolved is- 
sues of faith and order, will promptly move forward 
toward union. We. desire that any plan of union 
which we may adopt be of such a nature that it 
may not only leave the door open to other evangeli- 
cal Christian bodies to join, but also lend enc ourage- 
ment and incentive to do so.” 


The form of organization provides that de- 
nominations which send official representatives and 
others which may decide to participate may appoint 
representatives up to seven in number. The follow- 
ing officers were elected: Chairman, Bishop Ivan 
Lee Holt (Methodist) ; Vice Chairman, Rev. Wil- 
liam Barrow Pugh (Presbyterian U.S. A.) ; Secre- 
tary, to be elected; Treasurer, Rev. John Lentz 
(Evangelical and Reformed). An Executive Com- 
mittee and a Drafting Committee were elected, each 
composed of one person from each participating 
Church and the four officers. The Presbyterian 
Committee member appointed at Greenwich was 
Rev. Ralph Waldo Lloyd. During the sessions at 
Greenwich, Rev. Douglas Horton (Congregational 
Christian Church) served as convener and was 
elected to preside. 


7. No one can foresee the importance or perma- 
nence of this movement. It attracted wide public 
notice throughout the country. Those who attended 
came away with stronger hopes than they took into 
the meeting. The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America is a cooperative Church. The 
Commission realizes our commitments to the task 
of uniting branches of our own Presbyterian Family 
and especially to reunion with the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. It realizes the hurdles 
in the path of unions with Churches of other fam- 
tes, But it remembers that the General Assembly 
‘Northern) has stated over and over again that we 
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stand for the unity of the Church and that our 
Church desires to follow every leading of the Spirit 
toward that unity. 


8. Recommendations: That the 162 General As- 
sembly give its approval to this significant movement 
toward the organic union of the evangelical Protes- 
tant Churches in the United States and authorized 
full participation in it; that the Permanent Commis- 
sion be authorized to appoint seven delegates and 
such other representatives as may be needed. 


‘The above is just a sample of the mass of evi- 
dence that shows that this isn’t just a plan to bring 
all in the “Presbyterian Family” into one Church 
but that it is just a start toward a National Protes- 
tant Church. Anyone who will take the time to 
study and examine the facts will be convinced of 
this fact. After union with the Northern Church, 
comes union with other denominations with whom 
we would never consider going into organic union. | 
What could we do about it, nothing, as we would 
be outvoted four to one and under the plan in the 
United Church it will only take two thirds of the 
Presbyteries to vote us in. We had better look be- 
fore we leap. - 


Mark—But Not 
Mark Alone! 


The ancient Church placed Matthew first among 
the Gospels. The majority of modern scholars place 
Mark first. As long as this is a mere matter of 
chronology, the issues are of little importance. And 
certainly there is no unanimity among students of 
the New Testament as to the sundry questions of 
the interrelationships of the Gospels. 


About the end of the last century, however, there 
developed in the course of the naturalistic study 
of the Gospels what is known.as ‘“‘the Markan 
Hypothesis.”” According to this view only Mark is 
a dependable record of what Jesus did and said. 
‘The other three Gospels are dependable only in so 
far as they echo Mark. Wherever they supplement 
his account that is to be regarded as an accretion 
which came in, not from Jesus, but from the early 
Christian community. This Markan Hypothesis 
means that we have only one dependable Gospel— 
rather than four. 


Now wherever there are several accounts of any 
event, in which the different reports have any degree 
of independence, each gives details that others lack. 
Thus one supplements the others. And the Church 
has generally given this interpretation to the four — 
gospels. That is, we have, in the Providence of God, 
not merely one but four dependable accounts of. the 
work of our Lord Jesus Christ—of His ministry, 
His death, His resurrection, His teachings. 


Accordingly, when. we find Mark saying that 
Jesus condemned divorce for any cause and Mat- 
thew for any cause save adultery, we do not array 
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one against the other and dismiss the addition in 
Matthew as derived only from the ancient Church. 
Matthew supplements Mark. There are any num- 
ber of ways in which this may have come about. A 
possibility is that Jesus gave the general statement 
as Mark records it. But disciples, as students often 
do, may well have raised the question of adultery 
as a breaking of the marriage covenant and a viola- 
tion of the seventh commandment. In which case, 
the Teacher may well have admitted and proclaimed 
the exception as given in Matthew. , 


We earnestly hope that the use of a form of 
argument that seems to fit the radical Markan 
Hypothesis does not mean either that the leader of 
those favoring revising the Church’s stand on di- 
vorce and re-marriage, or those voting for it have 
committed themselves in general to this position. 
Let us thank God that He has given us not merely 
one, but four Gospels. Let us use them all, together 
with the Epistles and Acts and Revelation, that 
we may know the Lord Jesus Christ in His Gospel 
as well as in His law, and seek in our study of the 
problems of divorce and re-marriage to do full 
justice to His teachings which perfectly present and 
embody the law and the gospel. —W.C.R. 


Unity In Foreign Missions 
By J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 
To the Southern Presbyterian Journal: 


1 would like to call your attention to a statement 
by Dr. Frank Price in a recent issue of one of our 
church papers (The Outlook of May 25) which 
deserves wider publication. [| quote ‘Today on 
many mission fields, Northern and Southern Pres- 
byterian missionaries work side by side, hardly real- 
izing that they belong to different denomiations.”’ 
| cannot speak for other fields, but I would like to 
add my testimony that it is true in Korea and to 
vive more details as to how efficient this method and 


fellowship has been, I would like to’ go farther and | 


state that this fellowship in Christ is not limited 
to two denominations but includes others, some of 


which do not have the word Presbyterian in the. 


name. Dr. Price thinks that such a happy situation 
logically demands complete union. I am not as 
expert in logic as the veteran missionary, but from 
a scientific standpoint the rule does not hold. If 
we have something salted so that it tastes, good logic 
may demand more salt but science and experience 
teach the contrary. | thoroughly agree with Dr. 
Price that the present amount of united efforts has 
been very efficient. ta 


Forty years on the mission field in Korea has 
taught me to have the greatest respect for many of 
the fine men of Northern, Canadian, and Australian 
Presbyterian Missions. It was a delightful fellow- 
ship. As Dr. Price notes, our church, unlike the 
Methodists, from the very beginning felt that the 
native church should be an independent body in 
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no way attached to the home church. So in coopeia- 
tion with other Presbyterian Missions we estao- 
lished a completely independent church. Later the 
Methodist bodies had to yield to Korean wishes and 
establish an independent Methodist church. The 
union with the home bodies was unpopular. This 
there were five independent bodies working in a 
wonderful fellowship. During the forty years on thie 
field I never heard a single mission complain be- 
cause all were not united in one great organization. 
There seemed to be just the right amount of union 
salt. 


Dr. Price also calls attention to the various union 
projects. This also worked out wonderfully. Each 
mission was free to join in a union project or not as 
it appealed to it, there was no compulsion. We 
united where united effort was valuable and stayed 
apart where smaller units could work advanta- 


' yeously. There was one wonderful advantage to this 


method. The larger bodies could not steam roller 
the smaller, for in such a case, the smaller would 
not cooperate. Also when any mission felt that the 
union project was not in accord with the principles 
of the Christian Gospel, contributions to such a 
project were reduced sometimes to. zero. When mis- 
sions differed as:to policy each mission could try out 
its own method. Often |] thought the methods of 
other missions were better than ours and again per- 
haps more often I thought ours were the best. You 
can understand the elasticity of such a set up. | 


-am so glad Dr. Price has called attention to it. 


The greatest advocate of complete union was the 
heathen Japanese government. As soon as War was 
declared they began crushing out all liberty in the 
churches and putting them under a sort of bishop, 
one to a province. All the government had to do 
was to call up the head man over the telephone and 
secretly give orders, and the “bishop” wrote out an 
order in his own name, as if it were spontaneous. A 
lot of “pesky” liberty loving denominations would 
have made such behind the scenes control impos- 
sible. Of course under the official set up recalcitrant 
pastors or workers who obeyed Christ rather than 
the bishop, became fugitives or landed in jail. 


Occasionally devisiye elements came into the pic- 
ture, mostly in recent vears. As long as all preached 
the same Gospel and accepted the Bible there was 
little difficulty, but first in the Methodist church 
and then in our own a divisive group has grown to 
unfortunately large proportions. These are men 
who do not take the Bible as true or authoritative. 
but take from it what suits their mentality, and 
convenience. For example in a town Methodists 
and Presbyterians worked together and conducted 
a little Bible school. A new Methodist pastor came 
who had been educated in America and he said this 
and that in the Bible were not true. The Presby- 
terians protested and finally there were two Bible 
schools. When a third Methodist pastor came wh» 
was evangelistic, | visited him with one of our 
Korean Pastors and held out the olive branch. How- 
ever the Korean Christians in our church were 
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of the older churches. 
For instance we missionaries divided Korea. 


afraid to renew the union Bible School. In the 
Korean General Assembly the same divisive element 
created such a disturbance that the General Assem- 
bly broke up, and police had to intervene. That 


harmonious Union of which Dr. Price wrote is pos- 


sible only when all parties accept.the Bible as God’s 
\WWord and trust in a common Christ. 


Every now and then we hear about the unity of 
the “younger churches,” as so much better than that 
Such men did not know 
Korea, 
up into fields and assigned each of the larger mis- 
sions a territory of its own excepting in the largest 
cities. As long as the various missions taught the 
same Gospel, things went well. A. Presbyterian 
found no inconvenience in becoming a Methodist 
when he moved to Methodist territory, but the time 
came when Presbyterians found that they could not 
yet the Gospel they had been accustomed to in the 
Methodist’: church, so they met in individual homes 
and preached the good old Gospel. I was at the 
Assembly and listened to the many complaints and 
was not surprised when the Assembly voted unani- 
mously to do away with the divisions established by 
missionaries and establish a Presbyterian church 
anywhere. Since the liberal element has infiltrated 
into the Korean church a group of fundamentalists 
have broken off from the Presbyterian church and 
become independent. My secretary and | attended 
a new “Christian church’” which had been set up 
because of steam roller tactics in the Presbyterian 
church. The founder was a Presbyterian preacher. 


While | -heartily agree with Dr. Price on the 
wonderful fellowship that has existed in many mis- 
sion fields, I feel that the great need’ now is not 
union, but a return to God’s Word and trusting 
Christ, thus seeking to restore the fellowship so 
much impaired by the divisive elements of unbelief. 


Christian Commitment 


By Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 
Gastonia, N. C. 


To anyone who will give earnest consideration 
to the matter it is evident that certain theological 
positions (the reliability of the Scriptures, the 
sovereignty of God, the Deity of Christ, and the 
necessity of salvation) cannot be compromised with- 
out being destroyed. 
with respect to these doctrines. It would seem that 
this uncompromisableness applies primarily to theo- 
logical matters, but it also applies very importantly 
with respect to our commitment to Christ. In this 
very practical phase of Christian life there is no 
middle ground. 


Hardly anyone wants to be against Christ. Even 
people who are-not professing Christians do not 
want it said of them that they are opposed to Christ, 
but according to Christ’s own words (Matt. 
12:30a) those who are not for Him are against 
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There is no middle ground — 


Him. A man may be as orthodox as it is possible for 
a person to be (and surely Christian commitment 
does involve being sound in the faith) and still be 
against Christ. Being committed to Christ demands 
more than an intellectual understanding and accep- 
tance of the doctrines of our religion. Regardless 
of intellectual intention, those who are not thor- 
oughly committed to Christ do His cause on earth 
more harm than good, and in the final analysis they 
are against Him. 


What does commitment involve? It involves 
trusting Christ to help you live up to the best 
knowledge you have of what is right, and ever seek- 
ing more knowledge of His way. Of course no one 
is able to follow the will of God perfectly, and our 
God is always merciful and forgiving, but can you 
claim to be for Christ if you knowingly and _ pur- 
posely do that which is contrary to His will? Are 
you for Christ if you purposely fail to do that which 
you know-you should do? “To him who knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Jas. 
+:17. Looking at the matter in this light, can any- 
one say glibly that he is ppewatly committed to 
Christ? 


Any worthwhile consideration of this subject is 
sure to lead to some searching self-examination. 
Here are a few simple tests which the reader may 
put to himself. | 


You are a Christian, claiming Christ as your 
Lord and Master. If you are really for Him, you 
ought to be more‘interested in what He has to say 
to you than in any other words in the world. He 
has spoken and continues to speak to Christians 
through His Word, the Bible. How much time do 
vou spend reading the Bible as compared with your 
reading of secular matter, newspapers, magazines, © 
books, etc.? One who is committed to Christ ought 
to be committed to reading His Word. 


One who is truly for Christ will rather have 
communion with Him than with anyone else. God 
has made it possible for us to commune with Him 
at any time by means of prayer. In comparison with 
the time you spend conversing with other people,’ 
how much time do you spend talking with God? If 
vou are really for Him, you will want to make 
much of this means of having communion with 


Him. 


A man may ss doctrinally sound, faithful in 
Scripture reading and prayer, and still be working 
against Christ. The unregenerate world does not 
read the Béble, it reads Christians and judges Chris- 
tianity by their conduct. ‘There is no way of measur- 
ing how much harm has been done to the cause of 
Christ by Christians who employ two sets of stan- 
dards, “religious standards” and “business stan- 
dards.’”’ Not long ago a churchman: was heard to 
say, ““You can’t expect a businessman to be honest. 
The competition is too keen. Nobody is honest.” 
‘To be committed to Christ, you must be honest all 
the time. 


PAGE 7 


€la- 
stab- 
the 
and 
“hus | 
In a | 
1 the | 
be- 
tion. | 
nion | 
| 


John wrote, “He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
‘he hath not seen?” I Jn. 4:20. One of the best ways 
of proving our love to God and to others is by our 
speech. James wrote of tongues that were “set on 
fire of hell.’”’ Those are strong words, but they are 
God-inspired words. There are professing Chris- 
tians who with their sharp tongues are constantly 


driving people away from the love of God. What 


could be more pleasing to Satan? Those people will 
say sincerely that they believe it their duty to re- 
buke sin. Let them be sure it is the sin they hate 
and not the sinner. I cannot think of anyone who 
has been led to Christ or righteous living by harsh 
words. Some will object, ““But Christ rebuked the 
Pharisees with sharp words.” It is also written, 
‘“Tudge not, that ve be not judged.”’ Judgment and 
condemnation had best be left to the Lord. If you 
are committed to Christ, His love will show in your 
speech. 


L&t us take care how we claim to be committed 
Christians. We ought to take time to examine our- 
selves.and then ask God to forgive us for failing 
Him. Then we must rely more fully in His strength 
to keep us in His way. In whatever ways we are 
not for Him, we are against Him. 


Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the twenty-second article in a series by 


J.T .N. Talmage, B.E.) 


Sinking And Rising 
Ot The Land 


| am greatly distressed for fear this discussion 
will become too complicated, but the Creator made 
a complicated world, and if we are to defeat the 
rationalistic philosophy which has infiltrated our 
seminaries under the name of science, we Christians 
must out-distance the philosophers in the related 
fields. With all my heart I wish this matter of sea- 
level oscillation were simpler, but it is not, and 
wishing will do no good. 


“QUESTIONS THAT COUNT” 
THE PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES OF 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
Sunday, July 12, 1953 
Topic: 

“Why Go To Church?’’ 
Rev. John F. Ander- 


son, Jr. 


Consult Local Station 
For Time 


Write F 
Of Messages 


One important clue to the dates of early man ‘s 
that furnished by the now raised beaches in areas 
formerly covered by the ice. In England there is 1 
beach called the Aurignacian (the race who leit 
Mesopotamia in the time of Jared father of Enoch). 
Dr. Movius misdates this beach and makes maj 
old. Another famous beach is the Littorina beach, 
perhaps it was at sea-level sometime during the 
Middle Kingdom of Egypt. There are others whic! 
also contain human implements. 


As a boat sinks deeper into the water when load- 
ed and rises again when unloaded, so the crust ot 
the earth sank under the weight of the ice, and re- 
bounded when the ice melted, but it took its own 
sweet time about rising. This is called Jsostacy by 
ylaciologists. Now if Dr. Movius does not under- 
stand the basic principles of the rise of sea-level in 
interstadial times, it stands to reason that his guesses 
as to when that now raised beach was _at sea-level 
are unreliable. 


In the same way as with a load of ice, the crust 
of the earth sinks under a vast load of sand, gravel 
and rocks; and then if this is removed by erosion, 
the crust of the earth rebounds. The prehistorians 
are very sensitive to the isostatic rebound of the 
earth after the melting of the ice, but are apparent- 
ly blind to the same phenomena where other sub- 
stances are concerned. The reason for this is that 
ignoring the latter rebound makes mankind several 
hundred thousand years older than he actually is. 
Why not let good enough alone? [ lived on the 
Mississippi delta and by studying the geology ot 
Louisiana, I learned the principles of silt isostacy, 
and fortunately was able to detect the fallacies ot 
the prehistorians, and by making allowance for re- 
bound, those 500,000 years old stone-age men be- 
come the sons of Adam. The normal religious lead- 
er does not bother to go that deep into the subject, 
but college students are easily misled by the pre- 
historians’ convenient mistakes. 


Earth movements due to severe earthquakes are 
liable to make dating by height of beaches uncertain. 
But we will*pass over this. ‘ 


There is still one other kind of sea-level change 
which is very important in the over-all study ot 
Pleistocene chronology and which is often erron- 
eously referred to by prehistorians. As we trace the 
height of sea-level through the Pleistocene (‘‘Ice- 
ages’) we find that the maximum rise of the sea- 
level in successive interglacial periods’ was less and 
less. 

First Interglacial — 300 feet above present, 
called Sicilian. 


Second Interglacial — 150 feet above present. 
called Milazzian. 


Third Interglacial — 100 feet above present. 
called ‘Tyrrhennian. 


Fourth Interglacial ~- 50 feet above present. 
called -Monasterian. 
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The cause of these successive falls seems to be due 
to the fact that the ocean basins became larger as 
mountains were raised. Be that as it may, prehis- 
torians like Zeuner often refer to finding archeo- 
logical sites belonging to the Tyrrhennian level and 
therefore date these men 400,000-500,000 years 
back. However they neglected to take isostatic re- 
bound into account. The real level was 25 feet 
higher than now when man lived, but since then the 
land has rebounded much. There are other factors 
that complicate the situation; 25 feet was the sea- 
level when Adam was old, and is called “Late 
\Monasterian.”’ | 


The religious leaders are amazed when some 


preacher tears out a page from the Bible and burns 


it in protest of a bad translation, but some of them 
take out not one page but whoie chapters from the 
beginning of the Bible because prehistorians made 
mistakes in the computation of sea-level. But of 
course they do it in a more diplomatic way than 
the preacher. The preacher did it because he thought 
the translator was wrong, the religious leaders be- 
cause they thought God was wrong. 


NATIONAL RADIO PULPIT 
COAST TO COAST NBC NETWORK 
1953 SUMMER SERIE 

Every Sunday During “— 
June And July 


9:00 - 9:30 A.M. (CST) 
Dr. John A. Redhead 
Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, N. C. 
Sunday, July 12th, 1953 
Restoreth My Soul” 
Write For Copies 

Of Messages 
Divisio. Of Radio And Television, Atlanta, Ga. 


A Living, Investment 

in American Youth 
e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
@ Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
e Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Clinton, C. 


Christian emphasis. Educational excellence/ Friendly per- 
sonal attention. Tests and guidance. College, Business Ad- 
ministration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Apartmen for married 
students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory Summer School begins June\8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 1 1953. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


BOX 38-W — MAXTON NORTH CARQLINA 


“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated ufder the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $. 


for the use and benefit of said company.’ 


’ 
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BOOKS WHICH WILL HELP YOU 
IN THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO MARK 


The Gospel Of Mark 
By Charles R. Erdman 


$1.50 Postpaid 


Dr. Erdman says the purpose of these outline 
studies is to aid in fixing the thought upon 
the successive, swiftly changing scenes of the 
story, in order to arouse deeper devotion to 

the Master and to inspire wider 
service in His Name. 


The Gospel According To Mark 
By G. Campbell Morgan 


{ (350 Pages) 
J $3.50 Postpaid 


Consisting of thirty of this inimitable author’s 
sermons, preached consecutively to his con- 
gregation in Westminster Chapel, London. 
The reader will be able to swiftly, but with 
keen and alert interest, move with Jesus of 
Nazareth through the wonderful crowded 
years of His more public ministry. 


The Biblical Ilustrator 

On Mark | 

Edited By Joseph S. Extell 
"$4.95 Postpaid 


One of the 57 volumes in this great library of 
Bible Commentaries. There are 741 pages 
containing a wealth of informing and illumi- 
nating comments on Mark’s Gospel gathered 
from the world’s most famous Bible scholars. 


| The Gospels 
‘Translated Into Modern English 
By J. B. Phillips 
$2.75 Postpaid 


By the author of the very popular Letters To 
Young Churches. A most readable version of 
the passages that are the very essence of 
Christianity—revealing new 
spiritual meaning. 


These Books Can Be Had Promptly 
By Ordering From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE NORTH CAROLINA 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 15 
One Step At A Time— 
But With Prayer : 


One serious_hindrance to soul winning is that we’ 


the way through before we begin 
t meet with a cool reception, or 
something worse. We don’t like to ‘stick our neck 
out.”’ If we ould just know exactly what will hap- 
pen! In that case no faith would be required; and 
this is one Christian activity that has to proceed, 
step by step, on faith. Faith is the predominant ele- 
ment on your part all the way through. We climb 
a ladder one rung at a time, but we must lift a foot 
at each rung. It is amazing what God will do when 
we let Him guide. And—my! how rarified the 
atmosphere at the top! 


We.-are giving) nearly all the Anglers’ space for 
this lesson to a Presbyterian elder in a ‘Texas town. 
His “experience” as given here carries a ringing 
challenge to us “fishermen”? who have allowed our 
misgivings to be the devil’s means of cheating us 
out of a rich blessing, while maybe 4 lost soul re- 
mains in peril. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


| am 65 years old, an elder in the Presbyterian 
church the past 20 vears, and confess with shame 
[ never talked to a man about his soul until last 
week. Have often felt the challenge, but didn’t have 
the courage to respond ; persuaded myself it was the 
preachers business; | might be rebuffed, and — 
well, a dozen other excuses that wouldn’t hold 
water in the light of Calvary. The preacher said 
that even so simple a thing as inviting one to the 
church services could be called ‘“‘personal work,” 
especially if prayer was invested in it—prayer that 
God would bless the effort, causing the unbeliever 
to accept the invitation, and when he did come to 
church something there would show him his need 
of Christ, whether the sermon or the hymns or the 
Scripture read from the pulpit, or maybe the con- 
tact with some Christian. Thought | to myself, “I 
can do that; I can invite him to church service and 
I can make that prayer, if haply the Lord will bless 
the effort.” The first man coming to my mind is 


my neighbor. He is not a Christian, never attends. 


church. But here was the rub: he is my competitor 
in business and he has made a success. The rivalry 
has been pretty sharp, even to the cutting under in 
prices and advertising inuendos. We had not spoken 
in a year or more—yjust avoided each other. Going 
to see him might look like I was “fawning” on 
him. My pride bristled up at that. But I couldn’t 
shake off the challenge. Started to his office, praying 
as [ went. He was not there; hadn’t come down to 
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“The man didn’t seem surprised. 
p 


business this morning. They said he was confined 
to his room with a bad cold. That seemed to settle 
it for the present at least, and [| breathed a sigh of 
relief. But it didn’t settle it. The challenge was 
still there. I said, I'll go by his house on my way 
home and make a neighborly call; he may rebuff 
me, but I'll take the risk—just think what my Lord 
did for me! His wife met me at the front door. Her 
face showed surprise, but she ushered me to the door 


of his room. As | stood there a moment | saw him “ 


sitting in a big arm chair, the newspaper and some 
magazines on the floor beside him. He was not read- 
ing—just looking out the window with an expres- 
sion of weariness on his face. He didn’t seem to be 
conscious of my presence there in the door, and as 
| looked at him | realized I had something for him 
more than just an invitation to church. He looked 
up and recognized me, smiled faintly and extended 
his hand, invited me to sit down. | said, ‘““My 
friend, | am ashamed of myself. | came here for the 
purpose only to invite you to attend our church 
services. | was too much of a coward to attempt 
anything more than that; but I have something far 
better to offer vou—He is Jesus Christ, my Saviour, 
and He can be your Saviour, too, if you will take 
Him right now.” I could hardly believe it was | 


who was saying it; | had never done anything like | 


that before. And yet I felt no embarrassment (why 
should I: ); I felt as enthusiastic as if I were serv- 
ing a delicious meal to a starving man. The Lord 
just lifted me up and out of myself to say it. 
Just bowed his 
head a little at first; then he looked straight in 
my face,, and said, “I believe the Lord. sent 
you here today. I was just sitting here thinking. 
My time is running out. | have been successful 
and have made a fortune. I have a home here 
with every possible creature comfort in it—luxurious 
| might say. I have sent my children to the best 
universities; they have graduated and married and 
established their own homes. No one left in this 
big house but my wife and myself and the servants; 
and this morning | have been trying to think what 
is next—what is ahead for me—and even as you 
came in | was sitting here looking out into the sky 
wondering, and without any hope for the future. 
| believe you have come with the answer. Won't 
vou pray for me?” Believe it or not, Anglers, I just 
dropped right down on my knees by his chair and 
poured. out my heart to God for that man as I had 
never prayed before. It was hard to realize it was 
I doing the praying. It seemed some strange Power 
was praying through me, using my voice. It flooded 
my own soul with joy. If anyone had told me that 
morning that before the day was over I would be 
on my knees in my competitor’s home praying for 
him, with my hand laid on his, I would have laughed 
at the absurdity of it. But it was true. As I said 
‘‘Amen,” | felt the warm tear drops falling on the 
back of my hand. He looked up and took my hand 
and said, “I’m doing what you said, right now, and 
I'll never be able to thank you enough.” He will 
join the church next Sunday and [ think his wife 
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is going to renew her pledge with him. | came out 
of that house almost stunned by amazement. It 
seemed I was somebody else, or more likely a new 
man. I never dreamed the Lord would enable me 
to do a thing like that. I see now how [| have !et 
many opportunities slip by. I was ‘“‘missing the boat” 
and didn’t know it; but by His grace I will not 
fail Him again. | 


— (Name withheld). 


Phy 


Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 


THE TITHE 


Mr. and Mrs... had been deep in debt all 


their married lives (hopelessly in debt apparently) — 


when they accepted the challenge to TITHE. They 
had a growing family, children to educate; they had 
much sickness and hospital bills. The ‘‘depression”’ 
was on and business was poor. To give a tenth of 
their income to the Lord seemed an. impossibility. 
But they caught a vision of doing the thing on 
faith, bearing down on .Malachi 3:10—and they 
TITHED. In less than a year they had paid all 
their debts, with iriterest, were living within their 
income and putting away a nest egg for the future. 
Mister’s salary was surprisingly increased and other 
money came to them from totally unexpected 
sources. ‘They bought a home; had .been ‘‘tenants’’ 
up to that time. God confirmed Malachi 3:10 by 
“opening the windows of heaven.” Enjoyable as the 
material benefits were, these did not compare with 
the deep spiritual satisfaction of a conscious part- 
nership with the Lord, and the joy of becoming a 
liberal contributor through their church to His pro- 
gram for the world. 


Names will be given on request, if desired. 


If you have had an experience in TITHING, 
address and mail it to this column, and if used, you 
will receive a copy of LIT’ TLE JETTS YOUTH 
‘TALKS. Names will not be published, nor revealed 


. In any way without permission. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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LIQUOR 
Liquor Ads 


A New York State Senator hurled a charge of 
poor taste at television liquor advertising yesterday 
and declared that ‘‘kindergarten children now recite 
beer commercials instead of Mother Goose rhymes.”’ 


Five Main Abuses 


State Senator ‘Thos. C. Desmond, citing ads 
yoing into homes through T’V that are “fit only for 
the bar-room,”’ listed five main abuses as: 


? 
1. “Over-suggestive advertising, using tri-dimen- 
sional trickery to seem to pour into viewer's mouth. 


2. “Use of teen-age girls to imply drinking is ac- 


ceptable for young girls. 


3. “Sponsorship of day-time baseball games view- 
ed by millions of youngsters from + to 14. 


+. ‘Use of snob appeal to give impression that 
drinking is a sign of sophistication. 
5. “Promotion of idea that drinking is necessary 


for fun for family parties and to gain friends.” 


Dr. Wm, Brady in the Los Angeles ‘Times, says: 
‘The habit of resorting to a cocktail, highball, or 
a shot of liquer as a pick-up, a bracer, or a source 


of Dutch courage is a sign of weakness. Until the 


drinker gets under the influence of the customary 
cocktail or other intoxicant, he or she knows and 
admits that this is true. After a drink or two the’ 
alcohol impairs the higher judgment and the drinker 
no longer recognizes or feels his inferiority.” 
—Civic Bulletin. 


Church News 


Arkansas College 


Arkansas College has received $25,000.00 from 
the Fund for the Advancement of Education for 
the coming year. Of this amount $10,000.00 is for 
Self-Study of the college’s curriculum and opera- 
tion. The remainder of the grant is designated for 
the improvement of the college’s General Educa- 


tion’ Program. 


Crowley, La. 
Richard A. Braun, First Presbyterian Church of 


Crowley, Louisiana, has accepted a call to the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Port Arthur, Texas, 
effective September 1. : 


Change Of Address: 
Rev. Vernon A. Anderson, from A. P. C. M. 


-Luluabourg, Belgian Congo, to Staley Apt. No. 8, 


Bristol, Tenn. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 19 °* 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


One World In Christ 


Background Scripture: Ephesians 1:15- 
2:22. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 35. 


In Isaiah 35 we have one of those beautiful pictures from the Old Testament of our “One World In 


Christ,” 


when the kingdoms of this world shall have become the Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ. It 


will be a time of gladness and beauty, of health, happiness and holiness. The description ends in these words, 


‘and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’ 


’ Sorrow and sighing describe our world today. These shall never 


flee away until God’s Son ascends the throne and all the earth is in subjection to Him. All efforts to bring 


about this glorious day will be in vain as long as 
we reject and ignore the King Whose right it is to 
reign. It would be well to ‘Tead the Second Psalm in 
this connection. 


Paul, in these first chapters of Ephesians is tell- 
ing us the same story in different and even more 
definite language. In Verse 10 of Chapter I he tells 
of God’s Plan to sum up all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth: even 
in Him.”’ God has a definite plan for this world of 
ours and this plan will be executed in due time, the 


wrath of man and the folly of man notwithstand- 


ing. This Plan of the ages might be summed up.-in 
three expressions all centering in Christ: (1) Christ 
on the Cross, redeeming the world; (2) Christ in 
the heart, regenerating and cleansing from sin; (3) 
Christ on the Throne as Judge and King. 


| would like to discuss the lesson under three 
heads: The Glorious Head of the Church, The 
Glorious Salvation of the Church, and The Glor- 
ious Oneness of the Church. 


1. The Glorious Head Of The Church, 
Jesus Christ: 1:15-23. 


This description is in the form of a Prayer which 
bursts from the heart of the apostle as he thinks of 
the Christians at Ephesus. He thanks God for them, 
as he often did for the Christians in other places. 
This is one of the many things we should be thank- 
ful for in our day. There are many: faithful and 
loyal Christians in our world. We may feel dis- 
appointed, and grieved at times as we see the blots 
and blemishes which mar the beauty of the visible 
Church, but let us never forget that the True 
Church, the great Body of Believers the world over, 
the Invisible Church is being gathered from all na- 
tions, and will be presented some day before the 
throne without spot or blemish. Let us now notice 
some of the requests which Paul makes for these 
Christians at Ephesus. 

He prays for a spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him (of God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ), that the “eyes of your heart 
being enlightened.” What a wonderful request! 
The physical eye is one of the most wonderful en- 
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dowments which he has, but the spiritual eye, the 
eye of the heart, is far more marvellous. No man 1s 
a real man until his eye of the heart has been en- 
lightened. Two little girls were looking at the sky. 
One was telling the other about the wonderful 
things she saw, and the other laughed at her. The 
first one looked at her companion rather scornfully 
and said: “Don’t you ever see anything except what 
your eyes see?” There are lots of people who never 
see anything except what their physical eyes see. 


Paul says that the god of this world has blinded the 


eyes of them that believe not lest the light of the 


glory of Christ should shine unto them. One of the 


greatest prayers in the Bible is this: “Open Thou 
mine. eyes that I may see wondrous things in thy 
law.’ The great need of our materialistic generation 
is to have our eyes opened that, like Moses, we may 
see the invisible. 


What are some of the things we will see? We 
will know the “hope of his calling,” and that will 
chase away the gloom which may have gathered 
about our pathway through this dark world of sin 


and shame. We will know the riches of the glory of 


his inheritance, and the exceeding greatness of his 
power when he raised Christ from the dead. We 
will see Christ on the throne, and all in subjection 
to Him, and we will see Him as the Great and 
Glorious Head of the Church, which is His Body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 


Here is the tonic we need. There is a vagueness 
and uncertainty about the faith of most people 
which is disturbing and disheartening. We must re- 
store Christ to His rightful place, not talking in a 
vague and meaningless way about “‘religion’”’ in gen- 
eral, but about Christianity and the glorious Gospel 
of Christ. Away with all substitutes, all man-made 
philosophy and the guesses which are sprinkled so 
freely throughout our thinking. Let us place Christ 
where God the Father has placed His Son, Head 
over all things to the Church. Some have even dared 
to place a usurper on a material ‘““Throne,” and 
church dignitaries prostrate themselves before a 
frail sinful substitute for the Real Head of the 
Church. We cannot insist too much, or too strongly, 
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upon this point which 1s emphasized so much in our 
Confession of Faith. 


I. The Glorious Salvation Of The 
hurch, His Body: 2:1-10. 


The Church is “His Body.’’ How do sinners be- 
come the ‘Body of Christ?” Is it through some 
man-made philosophy, or process, or is it by the 
(grace of God? 


‘You did He quicken who were DEAD. ‘The 
Church is composed of those who have been raised 
from the dead (even as Christ was raised from 
bodily death). This world is full of dead people, 
dead in trespasses and sins. It is like the Valley of 
Dry Bones which Ezekiel saw. Men have physical 
and intellectual life, but no spiritual life. They are 
walking the way of sin, captives of the god of this 
world, disobedient, and defiled. 


“But God.” Here is the explanation of the trans- 
formation of dead men into living men; but God, 
Who is rich in mercy and great love. Our Salvation 
is wrought of God. He quickens us by His Spirit, 
saves us by His Grace, raises us up to sit together 
with Christ in heavenly places. 


See the riches of His Grace! 

It is in vain we try to trace 

The story which can ne’er be told, 
A priceless vein of purest gold. 


‘‘We are his workmanship.” God has made some 
marvellous things: the earth with its beauty and 
richness ; the heavens in all their glory; but nothing 
will equal the glory of His Church when He has 
completed His work. When the countless multi- 
tudes gather before the throne and begin to sing 
the praises of Him Who has saved us by His grace, 
then we will begin to understand what Paul is talk- 
ing about. Then we can join with Fanny Crosby as 
she sings: I shall see Him face to face, And tell the 
story, Saved by grace. 


III, The Glorious Oneness Of 
The Church: 2:11-22. 


The Church is ONE. Do not think for a moment 


that the prayer of Jesus in John 17, that they all | 


may be saved, has not been answered. It has been. 
The Church we see with our physical eyes is not the 
real Church. ‘All one body we” cannot be sung of 
the Visible Church with its many divisions; it can 
be sung of the great Invisible True Church, con- 
sisting of all the redeemed sinners, saved by the 
grace of God. In this Church there cannot be Greek 
or Jew, circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free: but Christ is all, and in all. 


The line of separation in Paul’s day was the 
line drawn between Jew and Genu'e. There has 
never been a more decisive division: it seemed to be 
an almost insuperable obstacle in the path of the 
Church. It took a vision—a thrice- repeated vision— 
to persuade a Jew like Peter to visit and preach to 
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One in Him; 


a Gentile like Cornelius. God had to select a new 


apostle before He could fully carry out His plan, — 


and Saul of Tarsus was made into Paul the Apostle 
to the Gentiles. He was hated by his fellow Jews 
because of this fact, and his determination to preach 
among | the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 


Christ. 


All are made righ by the blood of Christ. The 
middle wall of partition has been broken down, the 
enmity has been removed at Calvary, and _ the 
Church is ONE BODY, Gentiles and Jews are 
brought together. This thought is still further de- 
veloped in Chapter 3 where Paul calls it a “Mys- 
tery’ —something which has been hidden, but now 
revealed fully; that the Gentiles should be fellow- 
heirs, and of the same Body, and partakers of his 
promises in Christ by the Gospel. 


Let us sum up some of the facts which make the 
Church one. There is One Saviour; One Father; 
One Spirit. This, of itself, assures us that all are 
the Triune God. We are fellow- 
citizens with the saints; all are saints, not just a few 
favored ones. All true Americans are American 
citizens. They may be black or white, red or yellow, 
or brown in color, but if born here they are Ameri- 
can citizens, unless they have had their citizenship 
cancelled for some reason. So it is with all true 
Christians. They are of the household of faith, of 
God, There are not many households, but only one. 
In the family there may be wide divergencies in 
disposition or intellectual ability, etc., but all are 
children of one Father, and we are all brethren. 
All are built upon One Foundation, Christ being 
the Cornerstone. The Church is One Building. 
There are many different kinds of “living stones” 
being built into this Church. The Church is the 
habitation of God through the Spirit. There is One 
Baptism, the Baptism of that Spirit which makes 
us Christians. The Spirit lives in every Christian ; 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none 


of His. 


The Oneness of the Church does not consist in 
a superficial oneness of organization. | have known 
Christians in the same church who would scarcely 
speak to one another, while they would have the 
most cordial relations with nd&ighbors of some far 
different creed or church affiliation. |: have known | 
people in the same civic organization who would 
have little to do with each other. It takes far more 
than outward unity to make spiritual unity. At one 
time the Church was one in name but split into 
factions and sunk in worldliness and corruption. 


All true believers are One Body in Christ and 
nothing can sever that union. We can sing Onward 
Christians, and mean it; We are not divided; All 


one body we. I have seen this hymn sung with real 


meaning by many different denominations at some 
great gathering, and it can be a mere mockery sung 
by a divided congregation were there is strife and 
ill feeling. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 19 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Roots of Prejudice 


WorsHip. SERVICE 
* Hymn: “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross” 
[Invocation 

Hymn: “We've A Story To Tell To The 

Nations’”’ 

Announcements» 

Scripture: | John 2:1-10 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The roots of prejudice are usually planted with- 
in the unwholesome and narrow attitude of self- 
interest and self-seeking, which is utterly foreign 
to the Bible’s teachings concerning the attitude of 
love that should characterize the Christian. God’s 
love is as wide as the world and as deep as human 
need, and those who love God are to love as He 
loves. Our Saviour said, “‘Love one another, as I 
have loved you.” It certainly demands the most 
careful examination of our hearts, that all roots of 
prejudice may be removed and no evil fruit be 
borne in our relationships with others. 


First Speaker 


Prejudice, broadly speaking, means reaching an 
opinion based primarily on feelings rather than facts. 
Because we ‘“‘feel’’ that others are inferior, we de- 
termine that they are inferior. We take our place 
on the judge’s bench, and, without hearing the 
case, decide the verdict. It is simply that we have 
an inflated idea of our own character and impor- 
tance, and feel that we have a right to pass judg- 
ment on others who are not of our race or social 
standing. Nothing could be more foreign to the 
Christian doctrine of love or the Christian virtue 
humility! The color of a person’s skin is no indica- 
tion of character or intelligence, nor can either be 
measured by the clothes that are worn or the amount 
of cash on hand. Some of the worst of criminals 
have vast holdings in stocks and bonds and real 
estate, while it is said of our Lord Himself that 
He had not even a place to lay His head. God’: 
Word is very plain in declaring that ‘“‘all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God,” that “‘all we, 
like sheep have gone astray,” and ‘‘there is none 
righteous; no, not one.’”’ When we think we are 
something (something better than anyone else), it 
is proof positive that we are not, because wherein 
we judge another we condemn ourselves! Surely 
the roots of prejudice are deeply embedded in many 
of our hearts, and we should ask God for the grace 
to remove them, that we might be ‘rooted and 
yrounded in love.” 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


_ Whatever may be regppnsible for the prejudices 
we entertain, the fact remains that to entertain 
them is a matter of our own responsibility in the 
light of what the Lord has shown us concerning the 
attitude of love we should maintain. A Christian 
has no excuse to make for allowing prejudice to 
exist, for if we trust God He will free us from it. 
However, if we allow prejudice to continue, certain 
things will inevitably follow. Let’s see what some 
of them are. 


Second Speaker 

One fruit of prejudice is a spirit of contempt to- 
wards those against whom we are prejudiced. We 
learn to despise and to look down upon them. We 
may entertain a measure of pity, but this in itself 
is of no merit. We might “‘pity’’ a poor, mangy, 
hungry dog, but still allow it no place in our plans 
and consideration. We would scorn to have it as 
our own. The Scribes and Pharisees held the pub- 
licans and harlots in contempt. They had pte-judged 
them to be unworthy of their attention and con- 
cern, and would not consent to even speak to them 
on the street. They regarded themselves as being 
so far superior to the ‘‘outcasts and sinners’”’ that 
any contact with them would be utterly beneath 
themselves and would be counted a disgrace. How- 
ever, our Lord declared that the publicans and har- 
lots would go into the Kingdom ahead of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, for their sins of pride and self-right- 
eousness were even greater than the sins of the 
flesh, and, while pride feels no need of repentance, 
the sins of the flesh are self-admitting, and, “‘except 
ve repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” We need to 
realize that though we may be better off by reason 
of the advantages and privileges that have come to 
us, we are no better than the very chief of sinners, 
tor ‘all have sinned and come short.’ Apart from 
Ged’s restraining providence we are capable of 
doing anything that anyone has ever done to sin 
against God and bring reproach upon our hearts. 
We have no right to “look down” on anyone, nor 
to hold any man in contempt. May God deliver us 
from this terrible and poisonous fruit of prejudice. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

God has said that every upward look of pride 
shall be brought low, and has forbidden that we 
should have ‘‘respect of persons’ (which is another 
term for prejudice), for in so doing we set ourselves 
as judges. James says “If ve have respect to persons, 
ve commit sin, and are convinced of the law as 
transgressors.” Prejudice is a serious offense to God 
as it results in an attitude of contempt toward 
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others. But there 1s another fruit of prejudice that 
we want to consider for a few minutes as we listen 
to our closing speaker. 


Third Speaker 


One of the most tragic fruits of prejudice is ne- 


vlect. God has made us our brothers’ keeper, and 
charged us with the responsibility of caring not only 
for our brothers, but of sharing with all men the 
unsearchable riches of His grace. If we entertain 
prejudice in our hearts, holding some in contempt 
while seeking to serve others, we are not fulfilling 
our Lord’s commands, and many will suffer loss by 
reason of our neglect. Sometimes we turn aside 
from needs because of racial prejudice. Then we 
often neglect those whom we consider ‘“‘socially in- 
compatible” as far as our own church groups are 
concerned. We Presbyterians have been accused of 
being “snooty,” and not always can we say that 
the charge is unjust. Then we look upon some as 
being beyond redemption; so deeply dyed with the 
stain of sin that there is no hope. In other words, we 
judge their case and declare it to be hopeless! We 
think that God may be able to save ‘respectable’ 
sinners, but surely there is no chance for the social 
outcast or moral leper! We need the spirit of Dr. 
Earnest I. Reveal, Presbyterian minister in charge 
of the Evansville Rescue Mission in Evansville, In- 
diana, who, for over thirty five years has been 
reaching both down-and-outs and up-and-outs for 
Christ. Dr. Reveal says, ““There are no hard cases 
with Jesus!” Surely our Lord is able to save all 
who come to Him. However, if we feel that certain 
races and classes of men are beneath our consider- 
ation, or are beyond reach, we will turn aside in 
our neglect; neglect born of prejudice, and because 
of us they may never know the way of salvation 


through the blood of Jesus Christ. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


May God deliver us from prejudice, lest it bear 
fruit in our own lives and in the lives of those from 
whom prejudice would turn us aside. We need to 
remember that God is no respecter of persons, and 
all who would honor Him must be free from pre- 
judice. God so loved the world, and may His love 
be shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 26 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
| Order From 
‘The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Women’s Work 


A Cheerful, Breezy Letter 
From Brazil. 


Dourados, Mato Grosso, Brazil, S. A. 


After a wonderful furlough that ended in a rest- 
ful voyage, we arrived here on March 9, amidst 
songs of welcome by a huge crowd of Christians, 
interested ones, and other friends at.the airfield. 
It is even more wonderful to be back in the work 
we love. Last Sunday we had 220 at Sunday 
School in spite of sticky, red mud, usual after hard 
rains. These came on Saturday night. The special 
program on the HOME went off well and which 
we always have on Mother’s Day. Recently there 
were 231 at Sunday School on just an ordinary 
Sunday with no special effort, and an offering of 
over $30.00 which represents real generosity for 
our people. 


All branches of the church work are prospering 
and attendance is splendid. At a recent communion 
service, all possible extra benches were placed inside, 
and still Christians were served on the porch and 
at the windows where they stood outside. (We are 
literally overflowing our present building and have. 
long passed the stage of bursting out at the seams!) 
When the last two elders were served, there were 
one full and one half glass! It was simpler to take 
the half glass and risk any germs, than to attempt 
to go through the crowd to wash and refill another! 
Yet it was a most impressive service, and the in- 
terest, reverence and real worship made it quite 
perfect. | 


Although our people give gladly and generously, 
please pray with us that we may have a clear vision 


of the joy of sacrificial giving, so the large audi- 


torium may soon become a reality. This is the first 
unit of the new church plant. Our Intermediate 
Dept. meets in the teacherage which is on the same 
square block of church property. Our Nursery class 
meets in a room for storage which is entirely too 
small, and still new babies and their mothers come! 
When we have 33 beginners, | need two teachers 
to help me as you can guess. Recently these tiny 
tots told a Bible story, using the flannel board in 
the closing exercises for the whole Sunday School. 
‘They did it all by themselves without any prompt- 
ing and sang appropriate choruses in the right places. 
Some Americans present exclaimed it never could 
have been done in the U. S. A. by children of that 
age. — Likewise the hospital is getting too small 
and sometimes beds with patients not too ill, are 
put in the corridor. 


It was necessary to turn down over 40 children 
who wanted to enter our Erasmo Braga Evangelical 
Primary School for lack of space. You gan, know 
that hurts our hearts! Some of these are not study- 
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